
Our Annual Fundraising 
Auction at the October general 
meeting was a success, and I 
want to thank our membership 
for their generous participation 
in this event that made it all 
possible. I also want to thank 
Rockler of Orange for their 
donations.

We were able to raise $3,000.00 dollars this year, so 
thank you again for your generosity.

I want to thank Ralph Crowther, Larry Marley, Al 
Missbrenner, Frank Andrews, John Marshall, Len 
Musgrave, Richard Kalman, and Kevin Erk for their 
help in making the auction run smoothly.

TOY PROGRAM

Bill Rogers, and his band of elves are trying to wrap 
up Christmas Toy Production, and I’m sure that they 
would welcome any help that they can get in getting 
the toys ready for distribution. Also, they might 
need some folks to deliver some of these toys to the 
different groups that we donate them to. Check out 
Bill’s article in this newsletter for the dates of the next 
toy workshop, and distribution day.

James Santhon, President
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A sampling 
of items for 

auction.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Our Annual Christmas Party will be on Friday 
December 1st, and it will take place in the 
big room at the Tustin Senior Center. The 
OCWA will supply the entrees, and we ask our 
members to bring a pot-luck dish, or desert 
to the party, or in lieu of a dish a donation of 
$10.00 dollars at the door. Members may bring 
a guest, and the donation will cover both.

There will be door prizes, and a gift exchange. 
The gift shouldn’t be more than $25.00 dollars, 
or you can bring a hand-made gift, which is 
always very popular. 

You can register for the party at our web-site 
ocwoodworkers.org. I look forward to seeing 
you at the Party.
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WOODWORKERS’ SAWDUST

ORANGE COUNTY  
WOODWORKERS  
2017 Board of Directors

James Santhon, President

Kevin Erk, Vice President

Frank Andrews, Secretary

Ralph Crowther, Treasurer

Isha Grinenko,  
Director Public Affairs

Alfred Missbrenner,  
Director at Large

John Marshall,  
Director at Large

Don Tillotson,  
Director at Large

Steven Jackson,  
Woodturners President

Contributing photographer:
Len Musgrave

Sawdust & Shavings  
is the monthly newsletter  
of The Orange County  
Woodworkers Association.  
It is published monthly before 
the Woodworkers Meeting. 

Do you have an idea for  
an article, shop tip, or  
tool review? Please send  
articles to: newsletter@
ocwoodworkers.org

Deadline for submissions  
is the Monday after the  
Woodturners meeting.

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWoodWorkers.org

FRED ROSE – SPEAKER NOVEMBER 2ND

Fred Rose received his BFA in ceramics from CSULB, 
MFA in sculpture from California State University, 
Fullerton- 2001, and Taught Woodworking at CSULB for 
7 Years. Making wood sculpture for the last 20 years, 
Fred is currently a Full Time artist living in Costa Mesa.

Fred will have some of his work for a upcoming 
show. He will talk about what makes a good original 

design. The difference between a woodworker and an original design 
woodworker. Some tips on what to consider when entering a contest and 
how to refine a design that will set your piece above all the rest.

Kevin Erk, Vice President

ELECTION

We traditionally have our yearly election 
at our November woodworkers meeting, 
and our list of nominees will be running  
again for the board:

President – James Santhon 
Vice President –  ???????, Hmmm, looks like 

we need someone to step 
up for this important position

Treasurer – Ralph Crowther 
Secretary – Frank Andrews 
Public Affairs Chair – Isha Grinenko 
Directors at Large –  John Marshall 

Al Missbrenner 
Don Tillotson 
Kevin Erk

The nominees will be announced at the meeting, and then we will 
open the floor for any nominees who would like to contest the  
current positions, or fill a vacant position like, say, Vice President.

Come on folks, this is your club, and we really need someone to be  
our next VP/Program Chair for 2018 otherwise you may be subjected to 
the “Unknown Turner” on a regular basis. Is that what you really want?

You will get plenty of support from the Board, if you choose to serve, 
and you’ll have a lot of fun doing it, and meeting new people in the 
process, so come on, and throw your hat in the ring. You’ll be glad 
you did.



Based on the size of the crowd at 
the Turner’s meeting, there aren’t 
a huge number of Dodger fans in 
the group (although I did hear a 
few comments about Hernandez’ 
Grand Slam and the Dodgers 
winning the National League 
Pennant). As is typical, the seats 
were full and you all were in good 

spirits. Our president, Steve Jackson, was at the 
podium and conducted the normal business of the 
month with reports and announcements from the 
various committees. 

As a reminder, watch upcoming schedules for the 
lineup of professional demo’s next year. I don’t have 
dates yet, but Bill Haskell has announced two turners/
artists at the top of their game, Mike Jackofsky from 
San Diego and John Jordon from Tennessee will 
be visiting us. As noted before, Bill is still looking 
for someone to help him and eventually take over 
coordinating the pro demo program. Give it some 
thought; this organization exists and prospers because 
of the volunteers that make it all happen.

OK. It’s finally here. November 16th is the Annual 
Woodturning Competition. The rules are plastered 
everywhere so you should be able find them. There 
are lots of categories and plenty of prizes at stake. 
This is one of the “do not miss” events of the year. 
A couple of admin notes: no challenge or show & 
tell; the doors will be open at 5:30pm to register 
entries for the contest – we suggest you get there 
early. Everyone is encouraged to submit an entry, 
especially you beginning turners - get your feet wet 
and have some fun. All the entrants are asked to 
bring their work back in December for Show & Tell. 
I’m sure there will be many questions on how you 
accomplished your piece.

This month’s challenge table featured your turnings 
using Milliput or some other enhancement. Len 
Musgrave shared a story about unexpected results 
with his entry. He got a completely different result 
that than he was going for with a clay product from 
Hobby Lobby. The happy accident led to a very 
pleasing feature ring (if that’s the right word) on his 
entry. Check out the photo section to see all the 
challenge and show and tell entries.

It’s not often that I’m overwhelmed by quality and 
quantity of information presented at a monthly 
demo, but that was surely the case for the October 
demo. The demonstrator was Tom Edwards from 
the San Diego Woodturners. Tom’s is a retired 
Navy Seal who took up turning after a rich career 

in the Navy. The 
general gist of the 
demo was finishes. 
Tom discussed his 
favorites including 
varnishes, shellac, 
lacquer, Polycrylic 
and likely a few 
more tossed in. 
He discussed his 
finishing processes, 
plural because each 
finish has its own 
peculiarities. I should 
note that many of 
his pieces were quite 
large and were still in 
the finishing process 

with eventual destinations at a gallery. Happily, there 
were no accidents while these pieces were passed 
about. He discussed sanding: low speed, and no 
heat ever. He uses a small random orbit sander 
(Metabo I think) and sands with the lathe off. No 
matter your experience level, you were bound to 
hear something new. The amount of information 
can’t be captured in these few paragraphs but you 
can see it all when the video lands in the library. Trust 
me, you will want to check it out. Like almost every 
demo, there is at least one thing that is “worth the 
price of admission”. One of my takeaways that fit in 
that category was the varied home brew methods he 
used to hold work during the finishing process. 

Ken Folstrom will be the featured demonstrator at a 
busy November meeting. I don’t know the subject, 
but I’m looking forward to the demo.

We heard that Robert Bilevich is in the hospital. Get 
well soon Robert; we look forward to seeing you 
back in action.

Be Safe – keep turning – have fun. 
Craig Chambers
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SHOW AND TELL

WOODTURNERS' CHALLENGE

There will be no challenge for November, and no 
Show & Tell. Ken Folstrom will be our demonstrator 
for the evening and he will make his presentation 
right after the opening announcements. Ken's 
demonstration will be the challenge for the meeting 
in December. – Ross Gilroy 

SHOW AND TELL

Since Christmas isn’t far away, maybe our show and tell 
table should have items that you are making for family, 
and friends for Christmas. We would love to see what 
you are dreaming up for your loved ones at our next 
General Meeting.  – James Santhon



WOODTURNING CONTEST RULES 

Five contests available for entry: 
 • Solid Wood Turning
 • Embellished Wood Turning
 • Pen Turning
 • Segmented (polychromatic) Turning
 • Beginners Turning

The rules are as follows:

1. All entries must be from an OCWT member  
in good standing.

2. All entries must be a members own work.

3. All entries must be lathe-turned pieces.

4. All entries must have been created within the past two 
years.

5. All entries may have been entered in any contest other 
than the OCWT Annual Contest.

6. All contests have a single Masters class except the 
Beginners contest.

7. There are four contests open to the Masters Class:
 a.   Solid Wood Turning – open or closed form 

turnings without embellishments
 b.   Embellished Wood Turning - open or closed forms 

which includes embellishments such as carving, 
coloring, inlay, texturing, burning, etc.

 c.   Segmented (polychromatic) Turning - built up 
work pieces created by gluing many separate 
pieces of material together before or during 
turning. It may include closed segmented, open 
segmented, stave and any other turned pieces 
made up of many pieces. A glued up block of 
three or four pieces is NOT considered to be 
polychromatic turning.

 d.   Pen Turning – open to all types of turned pens.

8. A Beginners Class is available to encourage new 
turners to participate and be recognized.

 a.   A Beginner is new to turning (less than three years’ 
experience)

 b.   A Beginner may choose to enter as a Master but all 
their entries would be entered as such.

 c.   A Beginner who wins first place in the annual 
OCWT Beginners class will be moved to the 
Masters Class the following year.

 d.   A Beginner may enter a Solid Wood, Embellished 
Wood, Segmented Wood or Pen item

9. A member may submit up to three entries, in each of 
the Woodturning contests, but may only receive one 
prize in each contest.

10. Judging will be done by an independent panel(s) 
selected by the Turning Club president or an assignee 
of the club president who will evaluate:

 a.  Quality of work
 b.  Design and originality
 c.  Use of material
 d.  Other factors the judges see fit to consider
 e.   The judges may award only 1st, or 1st & 2nd places 

for any contest with few participants
 f.  The judges’ decisions will be final.

11.  Prizes in each class are a combination of cash and gift 
certificates in the amount determined by the Turning 
Club president. The judges may award additional 
honorable mentions.

12.  The winner of the Segmented (polychromatic) Turning 
contest shall have their name added to the perpetual 
plaque as the winner of the Fred Adam Polychromatic 
Award.

13.  The winning pieces from each of the five contests will 
be judged for a single Best of Show award. 

Prizes in each contest will be as follows:
 Master Class (in each of the four contest): 

 1st place – $75 
 2nd place – $50 
 3rd place – $25 
 Honorable Mention – $15

 Beginner Class: 
 1st place – $50 
 2nd place – $3 
 3rd place – $20 
 Honorable Mention – $10

 Best of Show:  
 $100

If you're like me, it's time to start planning your project for the Annual Woodturners Contest. This year it will be 
held on November 16, 6:30 p.m.; but arrive early so officials can register your entry. Get busy and show off 
your best work. 

Ross Gilroy
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WOODTURNING CONTEST RULES c.  A Beginner who wins first place in the annual 

ANNUAL WOODTURNERS CONTEST – NOV. 16TH
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TOY STORY

The October Toy Workshop was in full swing with 
only one more workshop before we pack up the 
toys for the Christmas Distribution Event on Nov 
24 from 9 to 12 noon at Andersons International 
Trading Company. When we started some twenty 
years ago we had single piece toys. A piece of 
wood cut out in the shape of a car, truck, a dog 
or cat. Now, we have toys with 18 parts they 
have upper right legs, upper right legs, lower 
right legs, lower left legs and other parts. I can’t 

even remember what I had for breakfast, now I have to keep track 
what leg goes where. I’m glad we have some new young members 
that can keep it all straight. Speaking of young workers I’m not talking 
of people below 30 I’m talking about people below 60.

We assembled about 35 keepsake boxes and the spraying 
crew was busy with one electric sprayer and spray cans 
spraying the legs mentioned above. If anyone needs to make 
small parts, I’m talking in the hundreds and make them all the 
identical call Wes King he has made almost every leg, body 
and ear for the hundreds of dogs, frogs, dinosaurs and ducks 
we have made for the past several years. We have 3,500 toys 
in the warehouse so far and about another 500 in the works 
or ready to go to storage. We should be close to our goal of 
4,000 toys.  

Our next Toy Workshop will be Nov. 
4th at Bill’s house from 9am to noon.

Bill Rogers, Toy Chairman
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PEN PROGRAM – SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Hello everyone. The holidays are 
fast approaching and our OCWA 
year end is approaching just as 
quickly.  It is time to vote for 
next year’s officers and board 
members.  We hope you will put 
some extra thought into your 
choices and vacant spots will 
be filled with an enthusiastic 
member or members.

Recently we have distributed the pens our members 
have made to Field of Valor, Acts of Appreciation 
Military Outreach Saddleback Church, Veterans 
Hospital Long Beach and South Orange Co. Veterans 
Center, with a total of 1620 pens being distributed 
this year. You will note our pen count is down from 
previous years; however the quality of the pens 
turned in has improved greatly. So far this year Eric 
Thorson is the top pen turner. Again we would like 
to thank all of you that have supported this great 
pen program.

Keep Turning and Stay Healthy!  
John Marshall, Chairman,  
Support Our Troops Pen Program

The holidays are 
fast approaching and our OCWA 

 We hope you will put 

I attend a gathering of military veterans from all wars and all services every Friday morning at breakfast.

Recently one of the guys handed out your hand crafted pens, and it is the BEST pen I have used.Unfortunately it was lost and despite all attempts 
to recover it, it is still lost. 
Would it be possible to get a replacement, and an additional one for my wife (of 72 years) who really loves it as well.

However, we would only accept the gift on condition of our paying a donation to your organization to help support your patriotic effort.Please let me know how we can do that.Sincerely, 
Marvin A Rawitch, Capt. MC 508th ARCT,  Japan, 1955 - 1957

WOODWORKERS’ NEWS

(Continued on back)

WILL IKEA LEND NEW MEANING TO HAVING A “SATELLITE LOCATION”

6/8/2017  

Swedish furniture mega-mart Ikea has announced that they are planning a new line of 
furniture inspired by space travel and living on Mars. "In spaceflights, small space living 
has always been a reality,” said Michael Nikolic, creative leader at Ikea Range and Supply. 
“IKEA will, therefore, tap into what scientists and engineers learn from spaceflight to Mars, 
and apply these discoveries to products and methods for everyday life at home, here on 
earth." The as-yet unnamed line of “space furniture” is expected to “launch” in 2019.

In a nutshell: a company famous for selling furniture that lasts about two years is now 
designing furniture themed around travel to a planet that takes two years of space travel to 
get to. Does this mean they’re going to open a satellite store on Mars, so you can replace 
your old, broken furniture when you finally get there?

Click here to read more.

David Tilson



WOODWORKERS’ NEWS (continued)

P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton CA 92836-8038

OCWoodWorkers.org

MEETING LOCATION  
AND DATES:

Tustin Senior Center 
200 S. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680

Woodworkers’ Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 2, 7:00 p.m.

Woodturners’ Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m.

Board Meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 2, 6:00 p.m.

Please support our sponsors! 

Anderson International 
Trading 
(800) 454-6270 
www.AITWood.com

Deft, Inc. 
www.DeftFinishes.com

Exotic Woods USA 
(631) 651-8651 
www.ExoticWoodsUSA.com

Industrial Blade &  
Products Co. 
www.IndustrialBlade.net

Laguna Tools 
(800) 234-1976 
www.LagunaTools.com

Reel Lumber Service 
(714) 632-1988 
www.ReelLumber.com

Rockler Woodworking  
& Hardware 
(714) 282-1157 
www.Rockler20.com

Woodcraft Supply 
(714) 963-9663  
[(714) 963-WOOD] 
www.Woodcraft.com

FRIENDS OF OCWA

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS! 
– ROCKLER’S PROJECT 
GALLERY ON PINTEREST

6/20/2017  

Looking for new ideas for your 
woodwork? Got a few hours 
to kill? You should definitely 
check out the customer projects 
featured on Rockler’s Pinterest 
page. There’s some crazy-good 
woodworking talent out there! 
Just click the link below to go 
to Rockler’s Pinterest page, then 
scroll down to the Project Gallery. 
Or, stop and click any of the 
topics you see along the way for 
an interesting “side trip.”

Click Here to Check It Out!

HERE’S A YARN ABOUT WOOD FIBER

5/6/2017  

Finland based Spinnova is turning Finland’s 
abundant softwood forests into a new product 
for the wood products industry: yarn. My 

lifelong dream can finally come true: I can wear a wood shirt and pants 
without looking like some kind of weirdo.

Bamboo fiber has been getting spun into yarn for years now. Bamboo is 
well suited for this, because its fiber has a longer staple than wood fiber, 
making for a strong, soft yarn. Previous experiments with using wood fiber 
used a lot of nasty chemicals (and water) to “unglue” the fibers from each 
other so they could then be recast into textile products, paper, etc. Now, 
Spinnova says they can do it without the chemicals, using a process similar 
to how a spider weaves its web. (Hmm… part termite, part spider?) The 
new process also uses 99% less water, and 80% less water than cotton, so 
the environmental effects of producing pine pants, spruce socks, and fir-
lined jackets will be far less than using cotton or polymer fibers.

It all sounds great to me, just as long as the wood-eating spiders stay in Finland.

Read All About it Here!




